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entitled sometimes to spare a guinea" extraordi-
nary to the poor,, that we could before have ill
afforded. This step (the majority) has at least
doubled my pay, and I do not yet feel that it has
increased my pride. The same rustic cot and
russet gown would content the Major, that the
Captain sighed for, supposing it furnished as you
propose; ambition has not so great a hold, but
that love's softer dreams occur, and my mind is
fixed, if this long absence does not alter my Nancy,
to try a patriarchal apprenticeship. To have that
day arrive is the point of time I look forward to;
beyond that I trust I may have others and you
also. The young ones, if God should bless us with
them, shall for many years be her charge and
yours. And then, if boys,, the father must show
them to cut the wave and hurl the ball, to ascend
the woodland steep, and despise the sharp north-
east^ that their bodies may not refuse what the
firm mind shall attempt* What a vain creature
is man! and in the pride of his heart what folly
docs he utter ! Three thousand miles from all
these blessings! can he expect to enjoy them
unalloyed! The hand of God is all powerful.
To Him let us resign ourselves, and not attempt
to dive into futurity further than is permitted.
Colonel Medows 3s perfectly ^recovered of his
wound, and is, as ever, the pleasantest and best
man J know,

G. H."